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The Macmillan Readers provide a choice of
materials for learners of English. The series is pu
— Starter, Beginner, Elementary,
and Upper.

enjoyable reading
blished at six levels
Pre-intermediate, Intermediate

Level control

Information, structure and vocabulary are controlled to suit the
students’ ability at each level.
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The number of words at each\!e\}el':' e

Starter about 300, basic words
Beginner about 600 basic words
Elementary about 1100 basic words
Pre-intermediate about 1400 basic words
Intermediate about 1600 basic words
Upper about 2200 basic words
Vocabulary

Some difficult words and phrases in this book are important for
understanding the story. Some of these words are explained in the
story and some are shown in the pictures. From Pre-intermediate
level upwards, words are marked with a number like this: ...%. These
words are explained in the Glossary at the end of the book.
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Jean’s Early Life

ean Paget was born in Malaya, in 1921. At that time Malaya

was ruled by the British and many people from Britain lived
and worked in Malaya. Some of them were government officers,
others were in the army and the police force, and others worked in
schools and hospitals. But most British people in Malaya worked
in trade and industry. The most important industries were mining
tin and growing rubber.

Jean Paget’s father was the manager of a large rubber estate!.
The estate was in the State of Perak, about 100 miles north of the
capital city, Kuala Lumpur.

Mr Paget lived on the rubber estate with his wife and family.
There were two children, a boy called Donald and a girl called
Jean. Donald was three years older than Jean.

When the children were very small, they were looked after
by an amah?. This amah was a Malay woman and she spoke to
them in Malay. And so the children learned to speak both Malay
and English.

At first, Mrs Paget taught the children herself. But when
Donald was thirteen, he had to go to school in England. Jean
was only ten at that time, but she went back to England as
well. The two children went to stay with their grandparents
near Southampton, a large town about eighty miles from
London.

Two years later, the grandparents became ill and Mrs Paget
had to go back to England. She bought a small house in South-
ampton and lived there with the children.

When Jean was thirteen, her father was killed in a car
accident. He had gone to Kuala Lumpur to do some business
and it was late at night when he set out on his journey home.
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For further information on the full selection of

f;eagers at all five levels in the series, please refer
the Macmillan Readers catalogue.
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